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Benefits of Small
Classroom Settings

“I realized if I can change a classroom, you can
change a community, and if you change enough
communities you can change the world.” - Erin
Gruwell (Educator, Motivational Speaker)

By, Jane Hanley
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“When the results were
The FaCtS disaggregated by race,
black students showed
Ab OUt Small greater gains from being
assigned to a small class,
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class size might be an
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education system? Studies show that immense .
improvements can be made in education when reduce the bIaCk-Whlte

class sizes are decreased. This, ultimately, creates a [T s [SAA 1A (=111 ga p.” - Diane
more familiar and comfortable environment. It Whitmore Schanzenbach

gives the teachers more control and gives students
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less of a opportunity to doze off and mess around
in the back of the classroom.

Smaller class sizes is not a new or foreign
concept to the United States. From the year 1885

that included over 1,200 teachers and 12,000
students. The study included 79 schools, including
rural, suburban, and inner-city schools. Each school
had a grade that was broken up into 3 classes, one
of about 13 students and two classes of about 22
students.
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From the information gathered from this
experiment they concluded that from students
who were in small classes showed greater results
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just an improvement in grades. Students were
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better on testing. The results also showed how
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poverty groups (as shown in figure 1 and 2).

Students of minority groups were more likely to third Of US SChOOIS”

attend college and ultimately earn a degree
(Mosteller). -(Dynarsky, Hyman, &
Schanzenbach, 2013;

Krueger, 2003)




@ students are not receiving the one on one
What l S attention they need in order to learn and
retain this information. So, | believe that the
° United States should focus its money and
attention on increasing students retention
Sto p p lng rates and test scores before it starts increasing

its money spent on higher education
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Although research shows how influential
and beneficial reducing class sizes can be,
there is still obstacles we face when trying to
implement it across the United States.

Although the goal would be to implement
smaller class sizes throughout schools
throughout the United States. It is obvious
that funding for all schools is not the same
throughout the county and we would not want
any school to not reap the benefits of small
classes after seeing how influential it can be on
minority students. Education budgeting is
currently being focused on increasing STEM
programs. “The White House issued a
memorandum ...directing the Education
Department to spend $200 million a year on
grants that promote science, technology,
engineering and math education” (Strauss). i e i
After reading the statistics on how the
implemented STEM programs are not as
progressive and beneficial as people had
hoped they would be, | believe there is a better
way for that $200 million could be spent. That
money could be used towards staffing schools
so that they can implement small classes in
their schools.

Another problem that is faced when ] ‘J_ =
trying to implement smaller class sizes is older “‘“’* f
teachers not having a progressive mindset.

Although implementing a common curriculum g
or STEM programs might have worked in the A (

past. These programs mean nothing if the
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Advisor
Program

According to a policy brief done by New
Visions Public Schools about schools in New
York City who have implemented these
advisory programs,

“Advisory offers emotional support for
students during adolescence...offer
advocacy and support in difficult social
and academic situations.”

“Advocates of advisory programs see a
direct link between a student’s
emotional and social experience and
academic achievement.

“Advisory promotes self-esteem.”

“It provides peer recognition in an
accepting environment, offsetting peer
pressure and negative responses from
peers in other areas.”

“Students in advisory programs are less
likely to drop out and have a lower
incidence of substance abuse.”

Based on these observations | believe that
implementing these programs are a step in
the right direction if implementing small
class sizes is out of the question.

The goal is to have qualified college students
or willing teachers to advise these students.
The most important aspect of this program
is the students have a real connection with
their advisor. That way, with the connection
they have, the advisor will be able to know
what is best for the student to improve them
both socially and academically.

“Do you believe it is important or
beneficial for students of all ages to
be able to have access to mentors?

Why or why not?”

“In today’s world of very busy
parents, it does indeed ‘take a
Village’ to raise a child,
unfortunately. Most children do
not have a stay-at-home parent
who is there for them at all times as
in days of old. Children need
positive adult role models that are
a constant in their lives, even as a
supplement or a complement to a
parental role. Having access to
mentors would provide that
much-needed role model to give
direction, guidance, and support.”

- English Teacher since 1990

When | asked, “Have schools you
have taught at ever had a mentor
program of any type? “

Her response was, “| have not.”

For a teacher who has years of
experience in many different
schools and knows first hand the
benefits small group interaction
and advising can on a student, it is
sad to see that she had never seen
any professional advising programs
in action.



Conclusion

My hope in the future through further research we will be able to steer the
American Education System in the right direction. | hope that we will
further be able to prove how progressive thinking and actions towards
implementing smaller class sizes will help future generations obtain more
diplomas, better jobs, and more stable lifestyles.

Along with these goals, | hope that the United States will also be able to
increase its national scores in science and math. | do truly believe that if we
take these necessary steps towards more advising programs and more one
on one time with the students, it will be possible.

| believe that equality is so important, especially in today’s education
systems. Through the research | have done and observations | have made,
creating smaller class sizes and more advising programs is a relatively small
and obtainable goal.

Most importantly, | hope after sitting down to read the facts and
familiarize yourself with the current American Education System, you too
believe that these are the proper and most necessary steps towards
obtaining a better future in our education system.

| W
q i % SN Y, 7 |
g "5 g f \
@5 3 \,

Small

a f 4 1 y RN ) | ® CN\; ) T E‘ Q\

- £ ~ - i 7 | ~a v f \ I

class sizes - | ; E ADE oMALL, oU
4 X v &/

individual
attention!




Works Cited

DeSilver, Drew. “U.S. Students' Academic Achievement Still Lags That of Their
Peers in Many Other Countries.” Pew Research Center, 15 Feb. 2017,
www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/02/15/u-s-students-internationally-math-sci
ence/.

Dynarski, Susan, Joshua Hyman, and Diane W. Schanzenbach. "Experimental
Evidence on the Effect of Childhood Investments on Postsecondary Attainment
and Degree Completion." Class Size Matters. N.p., 2013. Web.

Imbimbo, Josephine. “Student Advising.” Promising Practices Series,
www.ashland.k12.or.us/files/StudentAdv.pdf.

Konstantopoulos, Spyros. "What Are the Long-Term Effects of Small Classes on
the Achievement Gap? Evidence from the Lasting Benefits Study." Class Size
Matters. N.p., 9 July 2009. Web. 25 Feb. 2018.
<https://www.classsizematters.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Konstantopoulos
20091 .pdf>.

Mosteller, Frederick. “The Tennessee Study of Class Size in the Early School
Grades.” The Future of Children, vol. 5, no. 2, 1995,
www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/docs/05 02 08.pdf.

Schazenbach, Diane W. “DOES CLASS SIZE MATTER?” National Education
Policy Center, Feb. 2014, pp.1-18.,
www.classsizematters.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/207632499-Pb-Class-Siz

e.pdf.

Strauss, Valerie. “Suddenly, Trump Wants to Spend Millions of Dollars on STEM
in Public Schools.” The Washington Post, WP Company, 25 Sept. 2017,
www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2017/09/25/suddenly-trump-wa
nts-to-spend-millions-of-dollars-on-stem-in-public-schools/?utm_term=.263830ca
ceda.


http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/02/15/u-s-students-internationally-math-science/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/02/15/u-s-students-internationally-math-science/
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/docs/05_02_08.pdf
http://www.classsizematters.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/207632499-Pb-Class-Size.pdf
http://www.classsizematters.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/207632499-Pb-Class-Size.pdf

